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Issues Facing College Men

Men accounted for approximately 42% of college enrollment, with the larg
gender gaps seen among African American, Latino, and Native American
and men from low income backgrounds (King, 2006; Knapp, 2005)

College men study less; participate in study abroad, servicecalepgre
programs less; use career services less; and vote less (Kellom, 2004a).

Men are more likely to miss class, not come prepared, and not complete
homework or turn it in late (Sax & Arms, 2006).

Men in general are three times more often the victims of violent crimes otl
than sexual assault, suffer greater rates of depression, and are four to six
more likely to commit suicide (Pollack, 1999).
College men in particular:
A have a higher suicide rate (Courtenay, McCreary, & Merighi, 2002)
A consume more alcohol and do so in more dangerous ways (Capraro, 2004b)
A are more likely to be involved in campus judicial proceedings (Ludeman, 2004
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Why a Gender Approach?

"Androcentric scholarship is osBeminglyout men. In reality,
itis, at best, only negatively about men, that is, it is about me
onl y by virtue of not beil ng

oThe early [coll ege student
Omen. 0 Rather, It studied 0
gender lens in the research and thus the resulting theory cani
capture the gendered nature of identity development, for men
for womendo (Laker, 2003, p.

Thi s androcentric perspecti
stereotypical gender scripts or failure to consider men as
gendered beingseln disturbi
gender or race in White male students reifies the privilege of
those agent groups to the extent that invisibility perpetuates
privilege. (Davis and Laker, 2004, p. 49)



Social Construction of Gender Identity

A Gender Is Socially Constructed

A This social construction separates gender from sex, which
biologically defined. Males may be born, but men become
men through a complex interaction with the dominant
cultureodos gender expectat.

1998).

A Gender Identity Is Socially Constructed
ABased on Eri ksonos wor k, N
socl al constructi on of | de

iIndividual matter [but] a complex negotiation between the
person and the societyo (p



Multiple Dimensions of ldentity
Model

Contexts

Core:

(Jones & McEwen, 2000)



Calls for Empirical Studies of

Coll ege Menos | de

AdJames OONeili | who has doi
gender role conflict, publicly called for exploration of
menos I dentity through
using qualitative means during a keynote of the
American Psychological Association.

A Rocco Capraro Is associate dean at Hobart College
where he coordinates t he
the country.

A The path to a reconstructed masculinity or alternatives to t
dominant masculinity that includes more variety of men's
ldenti ties and experiences
stagedevelopment model for a positive recugtural identity
for minority groups. It will not be easy getting there. (p. 20(



